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ENA Lends Support to Firearms Background Check Legislation 
The Emergency Nurses Association recently supported new legislation, the Bipartisan Background Checks Act 
of 2019 (H.R. 8), which would seek to reduce injuries and violence associated with firearms by closing loopholes 
in federal law which currently allow for the intrastate transfer of firearms between individuals without a 
background check on the purchaser. This gap in current law allows individuals who are otherwise prohibited from 
owning a firearm to obtain one. ENA’s support for H.R. 8 is in line with action taken by the Board of Directors in 
2018 to support universal background checks for firearms purchases. 
 
The Bipartisan Background Checks Act closes this current loophole and requires most transfers of firearms 
between private individuals to be supported by a background check conducted through the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check System (NICS), a database maintained by the FBI. H.R. 8 allows for limited 
exceptions to the requirement, such as transfers between family members.  

 

Congressional Dems Offer Legislation to Lower Medicare Drug Prices 
Allowing the federal government to negotiate drug prices was a key part of the Democratic agenda to lower 
pharmaceutical costs and was a key talking point in the 2018 elections. Now it seems as if some Dems, especially 
those running for president, are taking aim at rising drug costs for the nation’s seniors. Sens. Sherrod Brown (D-
OH), a potential presidential candidate; Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), a declared presidential candidate; and Tammy 
Baldwin (D-WI), who is not running for president, introduced a bill to allow Medicare to negotiate drug prices. 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-TX), chairman of the House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee, introduced a similar 
bill in the House with 108 original Democratic cosponsors, none of whom is openly considering a run for the 
White House. The National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine recently endorsed the proposal, 
which polling indicates is heavily supported by the general public as well. 
 
President Trump has at times seemed to support allowing the federal government to negotiate drug prices while 
at other times has been lukewarm on the subject. Given the exclusive Democratic support so far for the bills in 
their present form, it is unlikely either bill would be approved by the Senate, where Republicans maintain control.  

 

ENA Joins Colleagues in Supporting AHRQ 
The Emergency Nurses Association (ENA) joined several other healthcare organizations to request $460 million 
in federal funding for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), which is consistent with the FY 
2010 level, after it is adjusted for inflation. ENA is a longtime supporter of healthcare research and best practices. 
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/377
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1046/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/1046/
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24946/making-medicines-affordable-a-national-imperative


Research into emergency care issues is a part of ENA’ 2018-2019 Public Policy Agenda, and the board 
supported funding for AHRQ as recently as September. Unfortunately, the AHRQ's budget had been slashed in 
recent years. This funding level would allow AHRQ to rebuild portfolios terminated as a result of years of past 
cuts and expand its research and training portfolio to address our nation’s pressing and evolving healthcare 
challenges. In a letter to Reps. Rosa DeLauro, chair of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, Education and Related Agencies, and Tom Cole, ranking member, ENA and other 
organizations under the banner of Friends of the AHRQ argued the agency provides strong healthcare benefits. 
 
"The vast majority of federally funded research focuses on one specific disease, organ system, cellular, or 
chemical process. AHRQ is the only federal agency that funds research at universities and other research 
institutions throughout the nation on health systems—the “real-life” patient who has complex comorbidities, the 
interoperability of different technological advances, and the interactions and intersections of healthcare 
providers," they wrote. "AHRQ also generates data to monitor the healthcare landscape and ensures the pipeline 
of new medical findings reaches healthcare providers and patients, regardless of where they work and live, and 
provides them with the tools and training they need to use those findings every day in the care of patients." 

 

As Congress Settles In, ENA Priorities Start Anew 
As the first session of the 116th Congress gets underway, ENA priorities not enacted last year are once again 
being introduced as new legislation in 2019. Among them are three ENA-priority programs that need to be 
reauthorized this year or face an uncertain future. The Poison Center Network Enhancement Act of 2019 would 
reauthorize funding that supports the nations 55 regional poison control centers, as well as the national poison 
control hotline, which receives nearly three million calls per year. Nurses rely on poison control centers daily in 
bedside care, families rely on poison control centers to help determine the cause of potential poisoning as well 
as the appropriate response. 
 
The Emergency Medical Services for Children program is also up for reauthorization in 2019. Originally enacted 
in 1984, the EMSC program provides federal funding to health care systems to improve their ability to treat 
pediatric patients during an emergency. This program supports not only the provision of equipment and supplies 
for pediatric patients, but also funds the nation’s only federal pediatric emergency medicine research. Lastly, 
nursing workforce development programs under Title VIII of the Public Health Service Act provide funding to 
support the nursing workforce across the country. Title VIII dollars fund scholarships, grants and loan repayment 
for nurses who practice in rural or underserved areas. These programs support more than 60,000 nurses each 
year. ENA is committed to working with Congress this year to continue these important programs that support 
emergency nurses and the patients they serve nationwide. 

 

Utah Medicaid Expansion Curtailed by Legislature 
Whether the Utah legislature's bill to curtail the voter-approved expansion of Medicaid for low-income residents 
is responsible and frugal, as Gov. Gary Herbert indicated when he signed it into law, or a slap against the voters' 
will is in the eye of the beholder. Proposition 3, approved by 53% of Utah voters, places the limit at 138% of the 
poverty line, which is in keeping with the mandates of the Affordable Care Act (ACA). SB96 limits Medicaid 
expansion for residents at 100% of the poverty line. 
 
Because it violates the ACA, SB96 will require several waivers from the federal government. If the waivers are 
denied, the full measure of Proposition 3 will take effect. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://elections.utah.gov/Media/Default/2018%20Election/Issues%20on%20the%20Ballot/Proposition%203%20-%20Ballot%20Title%20and%20Impartial%20Analysis.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/~2019/bills/static/SB0096.html


Federal Advocacy Update: ENA Priority Legislation 
Here you will find monthly updates on the status of bills that are of priority concern or focus for ENA. Links 
below will take you to the find more information on a piece of legislation. 
 
Bipartisan Background Checks Act of 2019 
 
H.R. 8 
Synopsis: H.R. 8 would require under federal law that most transfers of firearms be supported by a 

background check. This legislation takes steps to effectively close the “gun show loophole” that 
currently allows the transfer of firearms between individuals without a background check.  

 
Status: H.R. 8 was introduced on January 8, 2019. It currently awaits action in the House of 

Representatives.  
 
 
Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness and Advancing Innovation Act of 2019 (PAHPA)  
 
H.R. 269 
Synopsis:  H.R. 269 reauthorizes critical federal programs to support the nation’s efforts to prepare for, and 

respond to, large scale emergencies- whether intentional, accidental or natural. This version of 
PAHPA also includes provisions to enact the MISSION ZERO grant programs, which would 
enable military trauma teams and providers to provide trauma care and other acute care 
services at civilian trauma centers. 

 
Status: H.R. 269 was passed in the House of Representatives on January 8, 2019 by a 401-17 margin. 

It currently awaits action in the Senate. 
 
 
Poison Center Network Enhancement Act of 2019 
 
H.R. 501 
Synopsis: The 55 poison control centers of the United States provide free, 24-hour advice to anyone in the 

50 states and territories. Nurses at the bedside even utilize the poison control hotline in the care 
and treatment of patients. H.R. 501 would reauthorize funding for the poison control centers as 
well as the national poison control hotline. 

 
Status: H.R. 501 was introduced on January 11, 2019 and currently awaits action in the House of 

Representatives.  
 
 
Title VIII Nursing Workforce Reauthorization Act of 2019 
 
H.R. 728 
Synopsis: Title VIII of the Public Health Service Act includes programs to develop and sustain the nursing 

workforce through grants and other opportunities. These programs help recruit, retain and 
advance the education of nursing professionals. Title VIII scholarships, as well as loan 
repayment and grant programs support more than 60,000 nurses and nursing students each 
year at all levels of nursing education and help support academic nursing institutions and health 
care facilities. 

 
Status: H.R. 728 was introduced on January 23, 2019 and currently awaits consideration in the House 

of Representatives. 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+8%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/269
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/501?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+501%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/728


 
Emergency Medical Services for Children Program Reauthorization Act of 2019 
 
H.R. 776 
Synopsis: The Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) program has for more than 30 years 

supported projects that improved or expanded emergency care for children who need treatment 
for traumatic or life-threatening illnesses or injuries. In addition to providing funding to all 50 
states, the EMSC program also supports the Pediatric Emergency Care Applied Research 
Network, the only federally-funded multi-institutional network for research in pediatric 
emergency care. 

 
Status: H.R. 776 was introduced on January 24, 2019 and currently awaits action in the House of 

Representatives. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/776?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+776%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1

